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Quick Start Guide for Kindergarten Sabbath School �

Go to www.childmin.com 
for leader’s resources, 
training, information 
about certification classes 
and a free newsletter,  
The Children’s Leader.

Sabbath School Divisions

Beginner birth– age 2 2-Year GraceLink Curriculum

Kindergarten ages 3– 5 2-Year GraceLink Curriculum

Primary
ages 6– 10

(grades 1– 4)
4-Year GraceLink Curriculum

Junior
ages 10-14

(grades 5– 8)
4-Year GraceLink PowerPoints Curriculum

Earliteen
(if classes are divided)

ages 13– 14 
(grades 7– 8)

2-Year Real-Time Faith Curriculum
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Kindergarten leaders must be committed to:
• Jesus Christ and a growing  
  relationship with Him

• Christ-centered ministry to children

• The Seventh-day Adventist Church  
   and its beliefs

• A balanced Christian lifestyle

• Teamwork

• Cooperative ministry under the  
   leadership of the pastor, church  
   board or children’s ministries  
   council

• Personal growth and learning



Quick Start Guide for Kindergarten Sabbath School �



Quick Start Guide for Kindergarten Sabbath School �



�



Quick Start Guide for Kindergarten Sabbath School �



Quick Start Guide for Kindergarten Sabbath School �

Find more information 
on reaching 
beginners in 
Children’s 
Ministries 
Manual: 
Ideas and 
Techniques 
that Work. 

Available from 
AdventSource. Call 
800.328.0525 or visit 
www.adventsource.org. 
Catalog #021992
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You will want to order a 
teacher’s guide for each adult 
leader and a student Bible study 
guide for each child in your 
Sabbath school class. Don’t 
forget to order Our Little Friend 
take-home papers also! Order 
directly from your Adventist 
Book Center or ask your church 
secretary to place an order using 
the Standing Quarterly Order 
Form each quarter.

Much More Online
Find Sabbath school 
curriculum resources, 
puzzles, music, PowerPoint 
presentations, materials 
list, discussion and more at 
www.gracelink.net 
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Last-Minute Planners
We sometimes find ourselves 
on Friday evening with 
nothing ready for our Sabbath 
program. GraceLink has your 
answer. If you have set up 
your department in advance 
with the basic program 
supplies, all you need to do 
is grab your teacher’s guide 
and find the parts you can do 
easily. It’s all written out for 
you – even what to say. 

If you can turn yourself into 
a long-range planner, look 
ahead to what is needed. 
Purchase or prepare it at the 
beginning of the quarter. 
Then all you need to do is 
pick it up and go. 

If you’re not quite that 
organized yet, ask someone in 
the church to be your partner. 
They may not want to get 
up front but they can have 
everything ready for you to do. 
Working two by two is much 
more fun and efficient. 



Quick Start Guide for Kindergarten Sabbath School 11



Quick Start Guide for Kindergarten Sabbath School 12



Quick Start Guide for Kindergarten Sabbath School 13

What if you don’t have your 
own Sabbath school room?
Does your class meet in a 
space that you need to move 
in and out of each week? 
Here are a few ideas to make 
it easier:

• Use plastic boxes that can 
fit in your vehicle’s trunk, 
if possible. These are for all 
those handouts and other 
needed supplies.

• A cardboard display board 
that folds. Decorate it to 
fit the season, theme or 
whatever is appropriated. 
Keep it in your trunk with 
the plastic boxes.

• Carpet squares for seats 
– same storage place.

• A folding tabletop felt 
board that can also sit on 
the floor.

• On Sabbath morning, 
unload storage boxes, 
display board, felt board 
and carpet squares and 
you’re ready to go. Use 
things repeatedly rather 
than often switching. 
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Parenting Newsletter
In each issue of 
ADVENTIST PARENTING 
you will find addressed 
issues of family faith and 
practical advice by age 
category to help you raise 
confident, God-centered kids. 
ADVENTIST PARENTING 
also points you to resources 
to help answer your questions 
about topics such as 
instilling values like honesty 
and kindness, building 
your child’s self-esteem, 
developing your child’s 
relationship with Jesus, and 
discipline, as well as uniquely 
Adventist topics such as 
making Sabbath fun for you 
and your child. Sign up at 
www.adventistparenting.org
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Join the Adventist Children’s 
Ministries Association for 
networking, ideas and a 
members-only newsletter.
www.acma-online.org
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12 Tips for  
Keeping Volunteers
• Start them slow – immerse 

them in your vision

• Be a model – be real and 
transparent

• Build trust – believe in them

• Invest your time in them – be 
a coach – encourage them

• Ask for commitment 
– check on them 
systematically

• Set goals for growth

• Supply the tools they 
need – conduct regular 
equipping meetings

• Communicate on a regular 
basis 

• Care enough to confront

• Ask for ideas and opinions 
when appropriate

• Thank them

• Give them someone to 
work with

Adapted from “Volunteers that 
Stick” by Jim Wideman,  
Ministry Today, Jan./Feb. 2008 



An Important Message for Adults in Kindergarten Sabbath School

Never leave children you are responsible for unattended. Provide 
adequate supervision at all times, no matter what.

Never be the only adult serving as a caregiver. Always have at least one 
other person present. 

Always ask a child’s permission before touching him or her anywhere, 
even when responding to an injury or problem. This is especially true for 
any area that would normally be covered by a t-shirt and shorts. If an 
injury is within this area, make sure another adult works with you as you 
provide care.

Kids need to be touched appropriately. However, keep hugs brief and 
shoulder-to-shoulder or side-to-side. Always keep your hands at (not 
below) the shoulder level. A caregiver kiss is to the forehead or cheek 
only. For small children who like to sit on laps, encourage them to sit or 
stand next to you with your arm around them in an appropriate manner.

When taking small children to the bathroom take another adult along or 
leave the door open.

If the door to the classroom does not have glass in or around it, the door 
should be left open so the teacher is in full view.

Permission to copy for local church use.
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Sample Budget 
Here is a sample form for computing a budget. It can be adapted easily to fit your needs. Always 
check what is already in the department before adding new items to the list. Also consider what 
can be donated or borrowed. Search the internet and stores for freebies. Keep your supplies 
organized so they can be used repeatedly. Try to build up the basic supplies recommended in the 
GraceLink teacher’s guide.

Resource Needs:

	 1. Publishing House Materials		
		  GraceLink teacher’s guide 				    	      

		  GraceLink student Bible Study Guides		  	      

		  Our Little Friend take-home papers			   	      

		  Kid’s Ministry Ideas magazine			   	      

	 2. Supplies to be purchased
		  Craft/art supplies					     	      

		  Paper products						     	      

		  Program supplies recommended 
		  in the teacher’s guide					     	      
			 
	 3. Equipment or major additions needed			   	      

	 4. Outreach activities						      	      

	 5. Additional nurture activities				    	      
	
	 6. Printing and photocopying					    	      

	 7. Other							       	      

			    				    TOTAL	 	      

Permission to adapt and copy for local church use.
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January

Craft day

February

TV Turnoff Week

March

Worldwide Day of Prayer for 
Children at Risk

April

Training seminars – in-house 
and conference sponsored

May

Children’s church

June

Camp meeting

July

Family nature camp/retreat

August

Children’s prayer group

September

Community projects
Church evangelistic meetings

October

Children’s Sabbath

November

Parenting seminar

December

Holiday programs
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